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¥i An Extra Si fif the Account mentiomd in th^ 
foregoing Letter j tms^m mit of an Italian Taper. 
Written by P. AlcilaBcfro Burgos. Printed 
jtrfl at Palermo^ and afhrtpards at Naples. 

O W difficult is the Task to defcribe in a fewPa« 
ges the mournful Iliads of thQ once famous- King» 
dom ot Sicilia^ in great part ruined by the terrible 
Shakes of • the late Earthquake ? How fnall I, amoogft 
the Confliiion of Tears, Sighs and Groans, dilcov>er the 
Hiftory of our Milery > Or amongil a Chaos of Rub- 
bi(h ^nd the Mark5 of our Defolation ? Nav, how can I 
recall tomind, without Amazement, the Relations that 
came from all parts of the Defolate Land ? Yet your 
Commands are to be obey'd. 

Xl^anqudmmimus memimffe. Ijorret luBujuerefugit 

The Ifland of Sicilia of 700 Miles Circuit, and di- 
vided into three Valleys, began on Friday the ^th of Jan. 
about half an hour pad Four a Clock, to be fenfible of 
the Shake m the Valley of Mazara : But in the two 
other Valleys of Emo^e and Moto^ the Shakes were ib 
terrible, as to throw down rome Buildings, obliging the 
Inhabitants to feek Refuge either in the Fields, or with 
Prayers and Tears implore the Divine Pity in the 
Churches. On Sunday following, being the 11 ^^ of the 
lame Months at twcvkty hours and three quarters, the 
Hand of God appeared much more terrible^ awakening 
the moil Lethargick Sinner, The Shakes of this Earth- 

<;m G I'- pi 



C 831 ) 

quake did no Damage in the Valley of Mazara, only 
frighting the People. 

Palerma received fome Detriment in moft of the 
Buildings, efpecially the Palace and Hofpital of St. Bau 
tholomems. The Steeple ol St McMaSy belonging to 
the Augnflines^ was ruined, and fome hurt done to the 
Church,* but little Mifchiefelfe done,and no body hurt. 

In Mejfina all the Buildings of the Theatre are Matter- 
ed, the Royal and ArGhbilhop'sPakce, with the Semina- 
ry, are allcrack'd. The vail and ftately Church of the 
Framifcam broken in many places, and the Roof of the 
Veftry fallen : The Steeple of the Church of the Annun- 
ciation thrown down, -with the Death of the Sexton. The 
top of the Spire of the Dewe c]eft, all the other Religi- 
ous Houfes and Publick Buildings were faved. Many 
private Buildings were thrown down, .and ail thereft 
ftiored up. There were but few Perfons kilFd 
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rj, and was much damaged in his Monaileries^ one 
whereof is not habitable. The laft had its Dome v try 
much hurt. Caf^iglione h^dtht Cadk and many Hou- 
fts throwndown. In Francavilld and Lmguagropt^ the 
greater part of the Buildings and fome Churches. Maf. 
;^^/i quite ruined, but not many fulled, mod uf the Peo- 
ple being abroad a ProcefTion with the Rehques of St.ie- 
onard their Pfotedtor. 

Jii^^r received a confiderabie Mifchief, two whole 
Quarters, with many of its Inhabitants being deftroyed. 
In the Quarter of vSt. haureme there is not, one Houfe 
ftandingj and the Churches ruined. In that of St. fames 
the Church of the Ammnciatim und its Oratory thrown 
down, with ieveral other Sacred Edifices, In the; o- 
ther part of the City whtch ftands lower^ there were 
not fa manv Houfes - nor Pcrfbns loft, vet the Chuich of 
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liope Leo is quite flat, and the magnificent Church of 
the Dominicans in Ruines, with the Convent of the Re- 
forwati OJfervanti , one of the beft in tiie whole Pro- 
V hice. 

Mi Aquika^ commonly ci[kd fact Re ale, fituated at 
the Foot of Etna Is alnioft quite deftroyed, and its In- 
habitants buried in the Ruines, with many Convents ^ 
amongft the reft, the famous one of the Ojjervanti Re- 
formati. Act St.AntoniOy Aci St. FilippOj S.Gregorio^ 
PeJara Tre4:aHagniy Bomacorei^ t^icolojty Mottay Mefier-- 
hiancoy Fenici^, and feveral other fruitfiil Villages fitu- 
ated near Mongilello, are dcftroyed, with ail the Habita- 
tions of the pJeafant HiJIs Bbout^Cananea, which are now 
in the Duft. 

faternoy about Twelve Miles from Catania^ a populous 
City at the foot of MongihellQ^ fubjed to the^^Dutcby of 
Mont alt Oy felt the dreadful Effeds of the Earthquake, 
looriog moft of its Buildings, all'i;he Gonvents of Fry- 
ars, and a very fine Monaftery. In the Ruines were 
buried Forty Perlbns/ Aderno, a City iiibjed to the 
tame Lords, had the fame Fate. 

Cantabiano Piemonte'm the Valley of Emna, Franco- 
fmt€f Palagonia in the Valley of t^oto arc little lefs than 
wholly leveFd, and about 900 Perlbns deftroyed, as wc 
have by the Letter of the Marquefs of Frmcofonte, who 
was miraculoufly (aved by leaping out through the 
Crack in the Wall of the Falling Edifice. 

Catania^ om of the moft ancient and famous Cities of 
the whole Kingdom, honoured by the Courts of feveral 
Monarchs, and an Epifcopal See, even from the time of 
the Apbftlcs, giving place to none in the Beauty of its 
Sacred Edifices ^ amongft which the )D(?wi? was the moft 
fiiniptuous and large inall Sicily, adorned with excellent 
PLftures, and richly furnifhed, and blefs'd with the Rc- 
Jiques of the Invincible Martyr St. Agatha^ honoured 
with the Bodies of feveral Kings j befides it had a very 
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high and curloufly bulk Steeple. Here vvefe a great ma- 
ny Nunneries J amongft the reft, the Monafterj of the 
Trinity; and that of i>t. BenediBy with that Prodigy of 
Workmanfliip the magnificent Monallery of St.Nkho/aSy 
with its Temple, a place famous for feverai Reliques. 
Nt^xt the Jefiiits Cblledge, the Convent of the Minorites^ 
and two of the DominkanSj the beautiful one of Capu- 
chinSy the Imperial Convent of the Carmelites^ that of 
the Reformed Minorites, that of the Reformed Augu^ 
(iifieSy with feverai other Frieries, with an infinite num- 
ber of Ancient and Modern Churches , Colleges, and 
other Pubiick Buildings, inhabited by about 23000 Souls, 
its Nobility many and ancient. Learning was here in 
its Glory ; the Citizens were themfelves Learned, and 
Lovers of Knowledge, alTifted with the many Priviledges 
granted by the King. The Univerfity, where the Learn- 
ed Laurel was conter'd on the worthy, made this place 
the Sicilian Athens. This once (b famous, now unhap- 
py Catania^ bad the greateft ftiare in this Tragedy. Fa- 
ther Antonio Serrovita, who was to preach at Catania 
the Lent following, was on his way thither on the 
nth, at xo hours and % and at the diftance of a few 
Miles ; he obferved a black Cloud like Night hovering 
over the City ; that there arole from the Mouth of Men- 
giheilo great Spires of Flame, which fpread themlelves 
all round, that the Sea all of a fuddain began to roar, 
and raife it felf m fuelling Billows, that U^ere was a 
very great and dreadful Blow, as if all the Artillery in 
the World had been at once difcharged ; that the Birds 
flevv about aftonifii'd in the k\t ; that the Beads and 
Cattle in the Fields ran crying about afTrighted ,• thac 
his and his Companions Hories were fo ftartled, that they 
Hood flock fiill, trembling fo as they were forced to 
alight, which they had no iboner done, but they w^ere 
lifted from the Ground above two Palms; and calling 
his Eyes toward C^i'^;?/^, he with Amazement faw no- 
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thing but a very thick Cloud of Duft in the Air. This 
was the Seem of their Calamity. For of the magnifi- 
cent Catania tliere is not the leafl Foot-ftep to be (een, 
AW its Edifices are leveli'd with the Ground, except the 
Chappel of St. Agatha^ the Rotun^a^ the Caftle of t^- 
fino^ the Walls that encompafs'd it, and a few mean ftou- 
fes. There was a very great Deftrudion of the Inha- 
bitants buried m the Ruinesof the Bifhop's Palace ; th^ 
Steeple and Dome^ where raoft of the City, frightnedi 
with Fridafs Earthquake, were got together to carry 
the ReJiques of St. Agatha in Proceffion. Many of the 
Nobility were faved under the Chappel of the Saint, 
and fome of the Clergy. The number of the Dead was. 
about 1 5000 I for though the People had ftaid in the 
Fields all tlie Saturday^ yet the Solemnity obliged them^ 
to be in the City on the ^S^^^^/ to pay their Devotions, 
at the Proceffion. Of the BenediBims about z 5* were 
killed in the Quire, of t\mjefuits xi, of the Conmnta^ 
a Is II, the number of the Dominic am is not known; the 
Carmelites were all buried except one as they #ent ia 
Proceffion ; and (b were the greateif part of the other 
Religious Orders, and of the Nuns few were faved.. 
This was the Tragedy of Catania^ which was accom- 
panied with dreadful Lightnings and Thunder from Hea- 
ven,with Deluges of Kain.^ and in the Ruines were heard 
nothing but Cries, Schrieches and dying Groans. On 
the Heaps ef Stones we may now write, Here mas Ca- 
tania. 

Lentini^ a very ancient City, honoured with the Births 
of many Illuflrious Perfbns j amongfl: the reft, that Fa- 
ther of Eloquence, Georgia Leontino^ of a long time an 
Epifcopal See, ^c. felt that Shock on tlie 9th with fuch 
Violence, as threw down and ruined the greater part ofi 
its Buildings ; amongfl which was the ancient Convent 
of Minorites^ famous for being the Dwelling-place of 
St. Anthony oi Padua i %\m Royal Convent^ fb Called from 
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the Tomb of one of our. Queens buried, there, tujder 
the Ruines of which 4 Religious \^re buffl^, the reft 
efcaped miraculoufly. But the kft Earthquake on the 
1 1 th laid in the DuU the remainder of the City, with the 
Death of about 4000 People that returned thither after 
the firft Shake to take care of itheir Goods. So that there 
is now but the Carcafc of a City all ihatter'd to pieces, 
not one Houfe left {landing. 

Carlentinej 2, Modern City, being^as a Citadel depen-. 
dent on Lmtine^ had the fame Fate. The beautiful Ca- 
ftleof Lkodia all ruined, with the Marchionefs of iWii/-- 
tini and all her Children buried therein, 

Bizrhij a City of rich Inhabitants, is levefd with the 
Ground, with the Death of many People j part by the 
firft, and the reft by the laft day's Earthquake. 

Sortim wACaJfen are quite demolifti'd ; in the firft 
about 3000 periih'd, and in the other a very great nun>- 
ber. 

^gofiaj a Trading Town, built on an Ifland in a large 
Bay, which makes a capacious Port, was all blown up 
into the Air j for befides the Damage of the Earthquake, 
there was a great quantity of Powder in the Caftle that 
took Fire, and killed (everal of the Citizens that had efca- 
pedinto the Fields with the Stones of the Buildings: 
Here perilh'd about 3000. The enraged Sea grew tc?rri- 
bly boifterous, and tempeftuoufiy beat againft the Walls 
of the Dominican Convent with fuch Fury, that fome 
Galleys belonging to the Knights of Malta fcarcely efca- 
ped Shipwrackdn the Port, in fine, Lu^us uhi^ae pa* 
vt^r^ & piurima mortis imago. * The Country ot MililH 
in the Dutchy of Montalto^ felt the fame Fate, with the 
Deftrudion of the Inhabitants. 

Syracufa^ famous in old time, an Epifcopal See; in 
our time like the Ph^nix arifing from the Afties, ftand- 
ing upon a PeninCula, by Art made an Ifland, having a 
Bridge to the main Land ; ftrengthened with a Modern 
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Fi^rtification, fuiEciently populous by reafbn of its con* 
venient Situatiori for Trade, full of Nobility, and beau- 
tifv'd with Churches, Convents, Monafteries and Palaces, 
now mourns in Ruines, It was fenfible of Fridafs^ but 
all fliook to pieces by the^i^^^^'s Earthquake, with the 
Ms of many Thoufand Perfbns. Moft of the Nobility 
faved themfelves by a timely Flight. Of the Religious 
not many perifli'd. Scarce a Village in the whole Dio- 
cefs is left- Confufion reigns every where j and the Mi- 
fery is encreafed by the want of Food, eauftd by the 
Granaries and Mills being dcftroyed. 

Laferla^ Pakzzuolo and Bufcem lie in Ruines, with 
many Inhabitants deftroyed, 

Spacaforno^ a populous place, fituated near the Sea, 
which waflies the Foot of the Promontory Bachim, has 
loft all its Buildings : Here they reckon about xooo 
dead. 

Giarratana with its Fall killed moft of the Inhabitants* 
The Marquefs himfelf with his Wife and Three Children 
elcaping on Friday^ were on Sunday buried in the Ru- 
ines ; the Marquefs and his Children were taken out 
alive to bewail the lois of his Lady. 

Melitelk m the Valley of t^oto is ihaken to pieces, 
the Churches and chief Buildings even with the ground, 
and the Rehgious Orders all turned out in the open Air, 
or under Huts and Cabines. 

Occhiula efcaped not the common Calamity. 

Mineo^ an ancient City, is now no more j and the 
greater part of the Citizens and Religious. 

CaltagironCy a City confpicuous for its Senate andNo* 
bility, iuffered in this univerfal Calamity the total Ruine 
of its proud Edifices : As the principal Church with its 
very high Steeple or Spire, the Famous Golledge of St J^- 
iian, the Temple of St. George, the Parifh-Church of 
St. famesy admired for the Pidures of Epiphamus^ the 
Chappel only remaining,with.the Image and Rellques of 
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the Saint. The Temple of the Comjentuah thrown 
down, the famous Bridge that joyns the Convent to the 
Town ihattered to pieces, and the Dormitories not to be 
inhabited ; the famous Convent of St. Bonaventure^ the 
fall of whoft Temple and Spire was the Deftrudion of 
the lower Buildings; the Colledge of thejeruits, and the 
Steeple of that Noble Church are quite ruined. Ths^ 
Carmelites^ Dominicans^ AuguHines^Crouched Friars^ &c. 
are all without Churches and Convents. The Monafi ey- 
ries of St. Gregory, StChiara, St Salvator and St. Ste^ 
phen, with a Confervatory of Orphans, are all ihook 
down. In fine, the Senate-Houfe, adorned with moft 
curious Statues, and all the other Buildings, are either 
fallen, or threaten a Cudden Ruine in thefe Defblations, 
About looo People were loft- 

Mo die a, a populous place, and chief of the Seigniory 
of the Admiral of Cafiile, has its Buildings and Famous 
Caftle laid in the Duft. Seignior Allot Frederick xh^ 
Procurator General feved himielf ia the Colledge of the 
Jefuits, from whom we have the Account ,• and that the 
Cities of Ragufa, Scicliy and Chiaramonte had the fame 
Misfortune. 

Ci?M//^ fuffered much in its Buildings, though but few 
were killed. The Convent is down, but the Church 
ftands. 

NvtOy an ancient and ingenious City, full of Ncbilitj 
and fine Buildings, Convents and Monafleries, as we hear 
by a Courier from thence, is all ruin'd j the Convents 
of the Dominicans^ Cmventuals, Reformatio Carmelites,^ 
and CapuckinSy which was indeed a wondrous Fabrick, 
are all torn to pieces. The Church of the Crucifixion, 
the D(?w<?, and all the Nunneries are down, withtha 
Deaths of many Citizens and Nobles, 
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To conclude, there is not a Corner in all the Valley 
of l^oto that is not ruined wholly, or for the mofl part> 
with a dreadful Slaughter of the People. The Southern 
Coafts, as Lkati^ Terra Nova and Gircutz have fufJered 
Damage in their Buildings. And all the Caftles of the 
Valley of Bmone nQ^r Mengihe Hi) are crack'd and broken, 
or fallen down. 

This is the Tragedy of .S/cz/m. His Excellency Seig- 
nior ricere has givln prudent andneceiTary Orders from 
Palermo for the Relief of the afflided and miferable Re- 
mains of an amazed and half-dead People. 



VIII. An Extras of a Letter from Mr. Anth. 
Van. Leeuwenhoek, containing federal Ob- 
fervaticns on the Textnre of the Bones of Ani- 
mals compared with that of fVood : On the 
Bark^ of 'trees .* On the little Scale s found on 
the Cuticula, ^c. 

I Some years fince writ Mr. OUeuhrgh^ That I con- 
ceived the Bone to be conftituted of Globules ; but 
finding my Miftake. I retraded that Opinion : For what 
I then took for Globulus, was the tops of the Tubes or 
Cilinders whereof the Bone is compofed. 

Not (atisfied with my Obfemtions thereon, I conti- 
nucd my Endeavours to difcover the true Texture of 
Bones 5 and at length found plainly ia theThigh Bone of 
an Ox, that it confided of four forts or fiZQs of Tubes, 
whereof fbme are fb very fmall and clofe united, as 
not cafily to be difcerned in a Bone cut a-crofs, though 



